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Newcastle Municipality

MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN THE CONFERENCE ROOM, SHOW HALL, HARDWICK STREET,  NEWCASTLE ON WEDNESDAY, 2 SEPTEMBER 2015
AT 14:00
NEWCASTLE MUNICIPAL COUNCIL 

MEETING : 2 SEPTEMBER 2015
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PART     A


PART     B


1 :
OPENING


The Speaker requested members to rise and observe a moment of silence.

2 :
APPLICATIONS FOR LEAVE OF ABSENCE : (A 3/1/4/1)

The meeting was informed that the following councillors had given notice to the effect that it would not be possible for them to attend the meeting :- 
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RESOLVED
That Councillors 
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be granted leave of absence from attending the meeting.
3 :
FILLING OF VACANCY : PROPORTIONAL REPRESENTATION : (CS(A) 3/1/6)
Following the resignation of Councillor M.S. Mlangeni, the Independent Electoral Commission has given notice to the effect that Ms. F.A. Malinga, representative from the IFP has been elected in the vacancy created, in accordance with section 18 of the Local Government : Municipal Structures Act 117 of 1988, with effect 7 August 2015.
The Chief Magistrate of Newcastle, formally inducted Cllr. Malinga as a PR Councillor.

The Speaker welcomed Cllr. Malinga to the Newcastle Municipal Council.

NOTED
4 :
OFFICIAL NOTICES 

The Speaker apologies to councillors for the delay in receiving their agendas, he further advised that hard copies would be available to all whips of political parties to ensure that there are no delays in caucuses.  After deliberating it was agreed that there is no need for hard copies as there is no problems with the dropbox, councillors need to refrain from deleting documents from the dropbox.
NOTED
5 :
UNOPPOSED PROPOSALS BY SPEAKER
Programmes arranged for all wards
The Speaker informed the councillors that various programmes have been arranged for all wards.  He emphasised the fact that the programmes emanated from municipal matters and therefore urged all councillors to be in attendance in all wards.
NOTED
6 :
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 
RESOLVED
That the minutes of the meeting of the Newcastle Municipal Council held on 5 August 2015, after “in committee” discussions, be confirmed, subject to the following changes :-
· that resolution 10 : Investigative report : Strategic Executive Director : Community Services  be discussed “in committee” and minuted separately

· that resolution 11 : Investigative report : Chief Audit Executive be discussed “in committee” and minuted separately

· that at resolution CM40 A(iv) : Re-allocation of vacant sites : Osizweni section E phase II housing project : Missing beneficiaries, the following preamble be added to read as follows :-
“Cllr. N.M. Chetty referred to resolution (b) of the minutes and expressed concern that not all political parties are represented on Portfolio Standing Committees.  He was therefore of the opinion that those councillor not represented should form part of the selection committee in order for the municipality to be viewed as and transparent local government.”
· that at resolution CM41 : Performance agreement : Acting appointments, the following concerns was raised by the DA :-
“Cllr. N.M. Chetty referred to resolution CM41 and requested that in the event of acting appointment, the Council should be given details of such appointments.”

· that at resolution CM44 : Proposed payment of the purchased price to the seller of a farm Greenwich N°. 8487 HS, Newcastle for landfill site, the following concerns was raised by the DA :-
“Cllr. N.M. Chetty referred to the minutes and expressed concern that Council had not been given the purchase price, as well as the implications for Council should the seller’s purchase price be accepted.”
7 :
QUESTIONS OF WHICH NOTICE HAD BEEN GIVEN

NONE
8 :
MOTIONS OF WHICH NOTICE HAD BEEN GIVEN
NONE
9 :
REPORTS OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

The Mayor, Cllr. A.F. Rehman, moved that the recommendations of the Executive Committee be considered and that resolutions of the committee adopted under powers delegated to the committee and where indicated, be noted.



VIDE THE ANNEXED PART A AND PART B

10 :
MUNICIPAL PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE : (CS(A) 3/2/2/2/70)
NONE
11 :

INVESTIGATIVE REPORT : STRATEGIC EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR : COMMUNITY SERVICES : (MM 5/5/4)



Following a “in committee” discussion, it was

RESOLVED 


That the matter be further discussed in conjunction with the CoGta report at the special Council meeting scheduled for 13 October 2015.

12 :

INVESTIGATIVE REPORT : CHIEF AUDIT EXECUTIVE : (MM 5/5/4)




Following a “in committee” discussion, it was

RESOLVED 


That the matter be further discussed in conjunction with the CoGta report at the special Council meeting scheduled for 13 October 2015.

CONCLUSION OF MEETING
There being no further business to discuss, the meeting concluded at 16:00.



CONFIRMED

_______
_____________

DATE
CHAIRPERSON

CM47 :
REPORTS OF ANY COMMITTEE
Finance Portfolio Standing Committee : Meeting held on 13 August 2015
(i)
Indigent application process : Write-off of debt : May 2015 : (BTO 6/7)
RESOLVED 

That debt owed by registered indigent account holders processed during the month of May 2015 amounting to           R457 413,12, be written off against the bad debt reserve.

(ii)
Indigent application process : Write-off of debt : June2015 : (BTO 6/7)
RESOLVED 

That debt owed by registered indigent account holders processed during the month of June 2015 amounting to           R742 692,52, be written off against the bad debt reserve.

(iii)
Deviations report in terms of paragraph 23.1(c), 24.1(c) and 48.2 of the  Municipal Supply Chain Management Policy for the month of May 2015 : (BTO 21/B)

RESOLVED  

(a)
That the report regarding the deviations and ratification of minor breaches of procurement processes in terms of paragraph 23.1, 24.1 and 48.2 of the Newcastle Municipality’s Supply Chain Management Policy for the month of May 2015, be noted;

(b)
that a report with a bigger font be provided to assist councillors in identifying (a) above.

(iv)
Withdrawals from municipal bank account : quarter ended 30 June 2015 : (BTO 1/1/14)

RESOLVED 

That the report submitted in terms of section 11(4)(a) of the Municipal Finance Management Act, N°. 56 of 2003, for the quarter ended 30 June 2015, be noted.

(v)
Municipal grants : Quarter ended 30 June 2015 : (BTO 6/14/1)

RESOLVED 

That the report submitted on the grant register for the quarter ended 30 June 2015, be noted.

(vi)
Municipal borrowings (MFMA) : Quarter ended 30 June 2015 : Loan register : (BTO 6/3/1/2)

RESOLVED 

That the report submitted on the loan register for the quarter ended 30 June 2015, be noted.

(vii)
Municipal investments (MFMA) : Quarter ended 30 June 2015 : Investment register : (BTO 6/3/1/2)

RESOLVED 

That the report submitted on the investment register for the quarter ended 30 June 2015, be noted.

(viii)
Report on expenditure on staff benefits : Quarter ended 30 June 2015 : (BTO 6/1/1 - 2011/2012)

RESOLVED TO RECOMMEND

That the report as submitted in terms of section 66 of the Municipal Finance Management Act, Nº. 56 of 2003, pertaining to expenditure on staff benefits for this quarter ended 30 June  2015, be noted.

(ix)
Indigent application process : Write-off of debt : July 2015 : (BTO 6/7)
RESOLVED TO RECOMMEND 

That debt owed by registered indigent account holders processed during the month of July 2015 amounting to           R1 461 302,23, be written off against the bad debt reserve.

CM48 :
ACTING APPOINTMENT : LEGAL SERVICES DIVISION : (MM 5/5/2)

RESOLVED 
That Mr. Q.V. Zwane be appointed as Acting Executive Manager : Legal Services from 1 July 2015, subject to review and until the re-engineering process is finalised.

CM49 :
SPATIAL PLANNING AND LAND USE MANAGEMENT ACT (Nº. 16 OF 2013) : REQUEST FOR NOMINATIONS OF MEMBERS TO FORM A MUNICIPAL PLANNING TRIBUNAL IN TERMS OF THE ACT : (DP&HS 13/3/3)




RESOLVED 
(a)
That the Newcastle Spatial Planning and Land Use By-law and approve its gazetting and to be effective immediately after being gazetted, be approved;

(b)
that it be noted that during public consultation of the by-law no adverse comments were received;

(c)
that the Municipal Planning Tribunal (MPT) to be constituted of seven (7) members of which five (5) are internal municipal officials and two (2) are external nominations, be approved;

(d)
that the following internal members be appointed to serve on the Newcastle MPT in addition to the external members:-

· Strategic Executive Director : Development Planning and Human Settlements (Chairperson)

· Director : Town Planning (Deputy Chairperson)

· Director : Urban Renewal and Special Projects

· Director : Civil Services

· Director : Water Services Authority;

(e)
that the following external members recommended by the Evaluation Committee as per minutes on Annexure C of this report be appointed to serve on the MPT :-

· Mr. J. Fourie (Professional Engineer)

· T.J. Mphela (Attorney);

(f)
that the above Newcastle MPT members be gazetted once approved by Council;

(g)
that the appointment of the Strategic Executive Director : Development Planning and Human Settlements as Chairperson and the Director : Town Planning as Deputy Chairperson of the MPT, be approved;

(h)
that the remuneration package, which accompanied the report, for the external MPT members be approved and it be noted that funds have been provided for in the current operational budget under consulting fees cost centre;

(i)
that the Director : Town Planning and Manager : Land Use Management, as the Authorised Planning Officer’s for approval of category 2 applications in terms of schedule 5 of the SPLUMA regulations in the absence of the MPT, be appointed;

(j)
that the Senior Technical Planner : Land Use Management be appointed as the Municipal Development Administrator to attend to administrative matters;

(k)
that in terms of provision of the Spatial Planning and Land Use Management Act N°. 16 of 2013 the delegations as per Annexure B, be approved;

(l)
that it be noted that the Planning and Development Act (PDA) delegations in so far as they do not contradict the SPLUMA are still applicable;

(m)
that it be noted that the application forms have been aligned to SPLUMA and PDA requirements;

(n)
that it be noted that the tariffs on land use and development applications were determined and adopted as part of the 2015/2016 municipal budget on 30 May 2015.

1.
SPECIAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING : 5 AUGUST 2015 

At the Council meeting held on 2 September 2015 the resolutions of the Executive Committee numbered


B 235 to B 237

were


NOTED

2.
SPECIAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING : 12 AUGUST 2015

At the Council meeting held on 2 September 2015 the resolutions of the Executive Committee numbered

B 238 to B242


were


NOTED

3.
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING : 25 AUGUST 2015 

At the Council meeting held on 2 September 2015 the resolutions of the Executive Committee numbered

B 243 to B 250 A(ii),

B 250 B(iv) to B D(ii),


B 253 to B 256 as well as B 258,


B 260 to B 262 as well as B 263


were


NOTED
B250 A.(iii)
Tariff of charges : Taxi and bus rank permit fees : (CS 1/2/4/1)


Cllr. N.M. Chetty expressed concern that the Newcastle taxi and bus rank is the worst kept area.  It should be noted that the commuters who use the rank are the people who keep the CBD alive.



He further was of the opinion that it is a disgrace to see overflowing water and toilets, no refuse removal facilities and no proper pavements.  He further expressed the fact that the commuters and taxi and bus rank owners should be looked after as they do contribute to the income of the Newcastle Municipality.
NOTED
B250 B.(ii)
Request to Council to nominate members to serve on the Place Naming Committee : (DP&HS 3/2/2/1 : DP&HS 13/13/1)



Cllr. N.T. Ntshangase referred to the resolution of the Executive Committee and requested that once the process pertaining to the nomination of councillors to the multi-party task team commence further information be made available.



NOTED

B251 (i) :
Allegation : Chief Audit Executive : (MM 5/5/4)
Cllr. C.L. Dube referred to the audit report for the financial year ending 30 June 2015 and expressed the fact that it is worth noting that Newcastle Municipality has a competent Audit Working Committee, however, she expressed concern as regards to the award of tenders report.  She referred to the agendas of all the portfolio committees as well as MPAC and no report are submitted regarding the same.

Cllr. C.L. Dube was of the opinion that due to not receiving information Council is then not in a position to play an oversight role.

The Mayor responded to the effect that the Finance department must submit such reports to ensure that Council does play a proper oversight role.  Such comprehensive reports to be submitted as soon as possible.

RESOLVED
That in order for the Council to play an oversight role comprehensive reports pertaining to the award of tenders during the previous financial year be submitted by the Supply Chain Management Unit.
B252 :
The Process Plan for 2016/2017 for the Newcastle Integrated Development Plan (IDP)/PMS and budget : (MM 2/1/2)

Cllr. N.T. Ntshangase enquired as to whether the process plan could not be considered after the 2016 elections.


The Director : IDP enlightened the Council as regards the reason for the process plan being approved.  He advised that this was in terms of legislation, however, the new administration has an option to amend the same.


NOTED

B257 :
Adjustments budget : 2015/2016 financial year : Capital roll-overs : 

(BTO 6/1/1 - 2014/2015)
Cllr. F.M. Mamba requested that the reason for roll-overs, must be provided, and further questioned why management is failing to spend as per budget allocated.

NOTED


B259 :
Collapse of the south eastern wall : Proposed motor vehicle accessory shops on erf 2/639 Newcastle under construction : (DP&HS 13/6/2 - 639 : DP&HS 13/3/5/2 - 639)


Cllr. N.M. Chetty referred to the tragedy which happened at the proposed motor vehicle accessory shops due to the fact that the plans had only been approved 5 days after the incident.


The Mayor informed the Council that a report had served before the Executive Committee regarding the incident and should any councillor have further facts these should be submitted to the Development Planning and Human Settlements department.
NOTED

B263 :
Municipal Priority Action Plan : (TS 11/2/1/6)



Cllr. N.M. Chetty informed the Council that the lack of education has resulted in the excess usage of water.


Application was made to CoGta for the installation of water restrictions, however, the work was not done.
NOTED 

(ii)
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