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Newcastle Municipality

MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL VIRTUAL COUNCIL MEETING VIA MICROSOFT TEAMS OF THE NEWCASTLE MUNICIPAL COUNCIL, HELD ON THURSDAY, 
10 SEPTEMBER 2020 AT 10:00
NEWCASTLE MUNICIPAL COUNCIL 

SPECIAL VIRTUAL MEETING : 10 SEPTEMBER 2020 
ATTENDANCE REGISTER
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	Councillor
	D
	X
	
	Dube
	:
	other commitments

	Councillor
	H
	N
	
	Mkhwanazi
	:
	other commitments


	Radebe
	Balungile
	:
	Traditional Leader 


ABSENT WITHOUT APOLOGY

	Councillor
	S
	B
	
	Buthelezi

	Councillor
	M
	V
	
	Buhali

	Councillor
	X
	N
	M
	Dladla

	Councillor
	F
	P
	
	Gama

	Councillor
	B
	V
	
	Khumalo

	Councillor
	F
	A
	
	Malinga

	Councillor
	A
	S
	
	Mokoena

	Councillor
	M
	V
	
	Mthembu

	Councillor
	C
	L
	
	Nhlapho

	Councillor
	T
	M
	
	Nzuza

	Councillor
	S
	M
	
	Thwala

	Councillor
	S
	J
	
	Zulu


	Kubheka
	Cosmos
	:
	Traditional Leader 


VACANCY
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1 :
OPENING

The Speaker welcomed all present and officially declared the meeting opened. 

2 :
APPLICATIONS FOR LEAVE OF ABSENCE : (A 3/1/4/1)


The meeting was informed that the following members had given notice to the effect that it would not be possible for them to attend the meeting :- 


D 
X

Dube
H
N
Mkhwanazi



Inkosi B S Radebe

RESOLVED
That Councillor


D 
X

Dube
H
N
Mkhwanazi



Inkosi B S Radebe

be granted leave of absence from attending the meeting.

3 :
FORENSIC REPORTS
During an “in committee” discussion, the Speaker provided a summary of the reasons for the meeting and handed over to the representatives from Ongoti Risk Management and CoGta to make a presentation, where after each political party and Traditional Leaders were given an opportunity to comment on the report.

Cllr. P.B. Mwali of the Independent Party, indicated that these reports are detailed and need time to process, requesting that copies of the reports be made available to members of Council for further scrutiny. He elaborated that the issues highlighted in the reports are old and have been raised over time and enquired as to what the role of Auditor-General was during this time, furthermore what actions were taken regarding previous investigations conducted on uThukela Water (Pty) Ltd. In conclusion he requested that those involved be arrested and monies stolen be recovered from them. 


Cllr. L.L. Bosman of the VF appreciated that the investigation is finally completed and expressed that the findings of several maladministration are shocking. He requested that the political and administrative leadership take a lead in avoiding such issues in the future. Furthermore, he requested that the recommendations of the report be implemented immediately and that losses be recovered from those responsible and regular progress reports be provided to Council.  


Cllr. P.F. Ndlovu of the EFF appreciated the reports from both organisations requesting that the names of people involved be mentioned in full before the report is given to councillors. She promised that the EFF will hold the leadership accountable on the implementation of these recommendations. She then requested that monies be recovered from those involved to financially rescue the municipality.  


Cllr. E.J.C. Cronje of the DA requested that for caucus purposes, in future, such reports be provided to councillors in advance. She highlighted that these issues were raised previously but ignored. She reiterated that consequence management must take place and that criminal and civil procedure be followed immediately against those involved. She further raised concerns regarding none compliance by uThukela Water (Pty) Ltd. to rules and regulations indicating that those involved be charged speedily.


Cllr. Dr. J.A. Vorster of the IFP indicated that this report is sad considering the municipal financial state. He recommended that the recommendations be implemented speedily and those involved be charged. He highlighted the previous intervention of the CoGta  MEC in uThukela Water (Pty) Ltd., indicating that the officials seconded to rescue uThukela Water (Pty) Ltd. back then, had promised changes whilst nothing came forth. 


Cllr. B.S. Dlamini on behalf of the ANC noted the report and supported its recommendations requesting that consequence management be followed. He requested that disciplinary matters be referred to the disciplinary board and that the SAPS and SIU be engaged to recover monies stolen. Furthermore, he requested that monthly progress reports be submitted to Executive Committee and Council in this regard. In conclusion he added that the antifraud and corruption strategy and its preventative measures be in place within the municipality and uThukela Water (Pty) Ltd.  in order to avoid future occurrences, and that staff be workshopped accordingly on such.    


Inkosi Bantu Khumalo thanked the report expressing a shock on the extent of maladministration highlighted and supported the recommendations.


The Mayor responded that, copies of the reports with full information will be made available to all political parties and that the recommendations of the reports will be implemented immediately. He promised that a progress report on its implementation will be tracked regularly. He then reminded Council of the promises he made at the beginning in dealing with corruption, indicating that now is that time.  He committed that criminal charges will be laid, that financial recovery will be done where needed as such will assist to settle the Eskom debt and that the board will be disciplined on its failure to discharge its responsibilities. He lastly highlighted the recent occurrences where consequence management was applied to employees involved in corruption. Thereafter, it was
RESOLVED

(a)
That the report, be noted;
(b)
that Council adopt the findings and recommendations of the forensic reports from CoGta and Ongoti Risk Management;

(c)
that it be noted that all political parties support the implementation of the report;

(d)
that copies of the reports be made available to all political parties via the political party whips;

(e)
that monthly progress reports be submitted to Council via the Executive Committee.

CONCLUSION OF MEETING
There being no further business to discuss, the meeting concluded at 15:40.
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