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MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING HELD IN THE SPECIAL  EXCO  ROOM, MUNICIPAL BUILDING, SCOTT STREET, NEWCASTLE  ON THURSDAY, 29 AUGUST 2019 AT 09:00
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B134 :
OPENING
The Chairperson requested the Acting Municipal Manager to read out the notice of the meeting and thereafter declared the meeting officially opened. 
NOTED
B135 :

APPLICATIONS FOR LEAVE OF ABSENCE : (CS(A) 3/1/4/1)

The meeting was informed that Cllr. R.N. Mdluli had given notice to the effect that she would not be able to attend the meeting. (Annexure “A”)



RESOLVED

That Cllr. R.N. Mdluli be granted leave of absence from attending the meeting.
B136 :
OFFICIAL NOTICES

Acknowledgment : 
New Deputy Mayor and Executive Committee member 
The Chairperson formally welcomed and acknowledged the newly elected deputy mayor and executive committee member to the meeting, thereafter, it was
NOTED
B137 :

MUNICIPAL LEADERS MEDIA AND STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT PROGRAMME : 10 - 12 SEPTEMBER 2019


The above matter has been 



WITHDRAWN
CONCLUSION OF MEETING

There being no further business to discuss, the meeting concluded at 10:05.
                                                                                           CONFIRMED  

______
                _____________ 
DATE 


 






CHAIRPERSON


A55 :
ADDITIONAL ITEM

Notice issued by the power utility (Eskom)  to the Newcastle Municipality

The Chairperson deliberated noting the challenges being experienced by the municipality with Eskom. He furthermore informed the committee with regard to the current payment arrangement between the Municipality, and Eskom as means of decreasing it current debt, and having the current account up to date. The Acting municipal manager indicated that the notice may have been due to the late payment, considering the payment agreement and there after confirmed that the payment had been sent through already 
The committee members engaged expressing concerns in relation to the notice stating that such would have catastrophic impact to the municipality, as rate payers are not content. The committee member continued to request management to prioritise on the matter and such be attended to urgently. Furthermore the committee recommended that the Mayor issue a press statement to clarify this matter to the community
The Mayor assured the committee that there won’t be any disconnection of electricity. He informed the committee that he would issue a comprehensive statement after meeting Eskom’s senior management and MEC CoGta.  He there after requested management to develop a cost containment strategy, to enhance financial viability.  
RESOLVED TO RECOMMEND
(a)
That a press statement with regards to challenges with Eskom be issued by the municipality Mayor;

(b)
that the feedback report with regard to the outcome of the meeting with Mayor, Eskom and MEC CoGta will be provided by Mayor on the next schedule Executive Committee meeting.

A56 :
ADJUSTMENT BUDGET : CAPITAL ROLL-OVERS AND APPROPRIATION OF GRANT FUNDED PROJECTS : (BTO 6/1/1 - 2019/2020)

The Acting Strategic Executive Director : Budget and Treasury Office presented the report with regards to adjustments budget, outlining the purpose of the report   which is to solicit councils approval for the roll-over of internal funded capital budget for projects that are committed, and the appropriation of grant funding for which applications for the roll-over have been submitted to National and Provincial Treasuries.  

The committee engaged expressing concerns as the Agenda was not circulated timeously for Caucuses’. The committee enquired regarding the timing for the request as per the report, considering that the financial year had already started.
In response, the Acting Strategic Executive Director : Budget and Treasury Office stated that the request is compliant considering that the deadline, for adjustments budget is 31 August 2019.  Committee member furthermore emphasised that reports be submitted timeously.

RESOLVED TO RECOMMEND

(a)
That approval be granted for any committed internal funded project for 2018/2019 financial year to be rolled-over to the 2019/2020 financial year;


(b)
that the grant roll-overs and associated projects be immediately appropriated into the budget upon any approval in order to avoid any delays on the projects;

(c)
that both capital and operational budget be adjusted accordingly as a result of (a) and (b).
(The Democratic Alliance requested that their dissenting vote be recorded)
A57 :

REQUEST FOR SUPPORT FOR THE IMIKHOSI KAZULU 2019 : (CS 12/10/9)

The Director : Arts, Culture, Amenities and Community Safety presented the report submitted, with reference to the event of Umkhosi woMhlanga which will take place from 5 to 8 September 2019 at the Enyokeni Palace - Nongoma.  
She thereafter informed the committee with regards to the request received from the Provincial Department of Art and culture on behalf of his Majesty the King and KwaZulu-Natal Provincial Government to support the iMikhosi Kazulu. 
The committee supported the request considering that, there had been provision for such in the Budget 2019/2020. Furthermore the committee recommended that to restrain cost the request be also extended to other local municipalities for support.  

RESOLVED TO RECOMMEND

(a)
That a total number of 7 busses at a cost of R15 000.00 each amounting to R105 000.00 be approved to assist with uMkhosi woMhlanga event that will take place on 5 to 8 September 2019, as per request;


(b)
that for future reference a district forum be established for the participation of all relevant municipalities, to avoid cost being only incurred by the municipality;

(c)
that the Democratic Alliance requested that it dissenting vote be noted, and advised that considering the state of financial affairs of the municipality one bus be provided in support of the request.[image: image1.png]
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