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Newcastle Municipality

MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING OF THE NEWCASTLE MUNICIPAL COUNCIL, HELD IN THE CONFERENCE ROOM, SHOW HALL, HARDWICK STREET, NEWCASTLE ON WEDNESDAY, 29 MAY 2019 AT 09:00
NEWCASTLE MUNICIPAL COUNCIL 

SPECIAL MEETING : 29 MAY 2019 AT 09:00
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1 :
OPENING


The Acting Municipal Manager opened the meeting and welcomed members of the public and all councillors and mentioned that in the absence of the Speaker he would preside over the nomination of the Speaker.  He congratulated the former Speaker and Deputy Mayor in their appointment in the National Assembly.


He then called for nominations of the Acting Speaker, whereafter, it was

RESOLVED
That Cllr. S.A. Yende be nominated as the Acting Speaker for special Councils and ordinary Council of 29 May 2019.


The Acting Municipal Manager further called for nominations of the Acting Chairperson, subject to the late arrival of the Mayor, due to other commitments.
RESOLVED
That Cllr. M. Shunmugam be nominated as the Acting Chairperson for the special Council on 29 May 2019 at 09:00.

2 :
APPLICATIONS FOR LEAVE OF ABSENCE : (A 3/1/4/1)

The meeting was informed that the following councillors had given notice to the effect that it would not be possible for them to attend the meeting:- 
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be granted leave of absence from attending the meeting.
3 :
PROCESS FOR APPROVAL OF BUDGET/IDP : 2019/2020 : PUBLIC HEARING : 

(BTO 6/1/1 - 2019/2020)

The Acting Chairperson, Cllr. M. Shunmugam, welcomed all members of the public and afforded the Ratepayers Association to make their budget submission.


The Ratepayers Association indicated that they have not received any responses on their initial submissions, whereafter the Acting Strategic Executive Director : Budget and Treasury Office indicated that the responses were to be given at the public hearing, and thereafter responded to the submissions.  He further indicated that the Ratepayers Association could further engage the Budget Treasury Office on any matter that was still outstanding.

Cllr. Dr. J.A. Vorster, presented the comments as submitted by the IFP.  He stressed that the Budget Treasury Office did not address concerns on the property rates, relating to the valuation roll.  The Acting Strategic Executive Director : Budget and Treasury Office noted the comments by the IFP and indicated that a professional Valuer was appointed to conduct evaluations and the objections process was still underway.

Cllr. A.P. Meiring, presented the comments of the DA.  He mentioned that concerns were raised on the issue of the valuation roll and the objection process which was incomplete yet home owners would be charged as of 1 July 2019.  He also raised a concern on the R1,2 million budget for Ncandu River cleaning and disaster.  The Acting Strategic Executive Director : Budget and Treasury Office emphasised that the objections are regulated by the Act which does not exempt ratepayers from paying whilst the objections are reviewed.  He further mentioned that the R1,2 million is for disaster in all areas, however, the budget for the cleaning of Ncandu River would be provided once the process of costing has been completed.
· Mlungisi Mlangeni, Ward 1, requested clarity on the title deed for the Farm in Ward 1.

· Gerhard Gama, Ward 25, requested consideration of 500 runners who will take part in the Comrades Marathon.
· Local SAFA, indicated that there is no support for Sports Federations as well as upgrade for sports grounds, which results in Newcastle not being competitive due to lack of funding.  He mentioned that focus is only on SALGA Games.

· Siyabulelo Jack, Ward 17, requested a budget for sports facilities, a forum responsible for sport facilities, an upgrade for the old Monte Vista Casino, formation of Youth Council, sports indaba and a structure representing youth at ward levels.  He acknowledge the presence of the NYDA Office, however, felt that the office is inactive at ward level.
· Sibongiseni Zulu, Ward 9, requested the formation of the Youth Council as recognised by Public Participation, sports to be part of Mayoral programmes, empowerment of SMME’s, business summit as well as free Wi-Fi hotspots in all wards.
The Mayor, Dr. N.N.G. Mahlaba, responded to comments by the public, as follows :-
· Regarding the farm in Ward 1, the municipality is negotiating with the owner.  

· He noted the suggestions relating to sport and mentioned that the financial position of the municipality should be considered and focus be on the core functions of the municipality.

· The municipality cannot fund federations, however, sport should be looked at in the near future.  Sports facilities, however, are under discussion with the districts, Department of Sport and Recreation and Department of Education.
· Township economy is under negotiations to assist the communities to have sustainable and competitive businesses.  Sport and business summit to focus on township economy would be scheduled.
· The NYDA to reach out to all wards through ward councillors.  

· The youth directorate is being considered.  

· The Phelindaba Swimming Pool is under investigation.

· The youth should not be treated as an isolated group, but as entire members of the community.

The Acting Speaker thanked all members of the public and Council for budget submissions.

RESOLVED


That the submissions received by the relevant departments, for consideration, be noted and incorporated in the budget.
CONCLUSION OF MEETING
There being no further business to discuss, the meeting concluded at 11:57.
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