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Budget Speech & state of the town address by his worship the Mayor, Cllr E.M. Nkosi

Budget Speech 2018/19 year

Madam Speaker

Honorable Deputy Mayor and the entire Executive

Fellow Counsellors

Amakhosi asendlunkulu

The Religious Leaders present

Captains of industries and business leaders present

Regional heads of various Government department

Fellow citizens of Newcastle

Leadership of the ANC

Leadership of all Political Parties Present
Esteemed ladies and gentlemen, I greet you all
Madam speaker this is my second concept budget as the Mayor of Newcastle municipality and it is again my privilege and with humility that I present this budget to you and to the public.
Madam speaker we are all equally concerned about the trend of shrinking government finances against a fast growing unemployment. The fact that national government is continually reducing its grant allocation to municipalities, while poverty escalates is a setback. This is further made worse by shrinking own revenue, as a result, inter alia, the down scaling and financial challenges faced by key industries in Newcastle, the culture of non-payment of services, to those who can afford to pay, continues to cripple our financial health, and it remains a big challenge to us. South Africa as a country is currently experiencing though economic challenges which increasingly compels us as Municipalities to depend on our financial resources. Only those municipalities who endeavour to strategically and proactively manage their sustainability will survive. We are in a mission to be one such Municipality Madam Speaker.
As a Municipality we started developing and implementing strategies for financial sustainability, which manly focused on curtailment and containment of expenditure. In other words we are working hard on improving revenue collection with a view to run financially sustainable municipality. This process is being done in consultation with ward councillors and affected consumers

Madam Speaker, I must admit that the compilation of this year’s budget was a complex assignment, but its final outcome will continue to inspire hope to the people of Newcastle. The budget is aligned with the first revised fourth generation IDP. It seeks to address the needs of our communities as far as possible, despite limited financial resources. It is my pleasure Madam Speaker to report that this budget is informed and inspired by feedback from communities subsequent to the constituency meetings conducted by your own office Madam Speaker.
Madam Speaker it is not our intention to moan and groan about financial challenges as all municipalities are experiencing such. We are here to report to the community and all stakeholders on the progress and challenges in the implementation of our 2017/2018 financial year budget and present the proposed budget for 2018/2019 financial year.
When we assumed office we committed ourselves to good governance. To that end and we have since improved and updated policies and bylaws that will enables us as municipality to achieve our objectives. We are now in the process of setting up structures to ensure effective implementation of the by-laws. We have also approved a new organisational structure that will be gradually phased in and necessary alignment be done, where necessary. In line with our austerity measures we have drastically reduced the overtime budget allocation. We believe with proper supervision our staff can do much more during ordinary working hours.
We are committed to fight fraud and corruption. We also continue to reduce unauthorised, irregular, fruitless and wasteful expenditure. We have completed some investigations and others are continuing. We are not only going to deal with those implicated internally, but also through our criminal justice system. We have no choice but to consider lifestyle audits of officials in high risk positions. We want to make it clear that it is not all officials and politicians for that matter who are corrupt.

I cannot agree more with the Premier Honourable T.W Mchunu’s views on local government matters. Indeed we need to work hard on the following matters:-
•
Managing relations between the Municipality and Traditional Leadership.

•
Improving the level of functionality of public participation structures.

•
Improving revenue collection and debt management.

•
Improving financial provision for operations and maintenance of critical infrastructure.

•
Preventing water losses.

•
Improving technical capacity to manage growth and development.

•
To avoid incurring debt with Eskom.
ON DEVELOPMENT PLANNING AND HUMAN SETTLEMENT
This department has continue to deliver on its mandate on 2017/2018 financial year, the following achievements are worth noting

City Planning 
· The preparation of Spatial Development Framework Plan for the Municipality in-line with the IDP 4th Generation.

· The completion of the proposed Medical Precinct Plan which will contribute towards creation of sites to promote development and investment opportunities to the town.

· The First Amendment to the SPLUMA Bylaws of municipality – To strengthen our efforts in dealing with enforcement matters within the Land Use Scheme.

Key Focus Areas 2018/19:

· Prioritise the finalization of Airport Precinct Plan that will help to create investment opportunities around the Airport Precinct and Techno Hub development.

· Prioritise the release of land in the Equarand development area 
· Fast tracking planning of Entertainment Destination Places – the project that will create the Amusement Parks,  Newcastle Conference Centre, The Wier Development in Richview.
· Facilitating the undertaking of feasibility study for the establishment of university in Newcastle.

· Facilitating the resuscitation of the Madadeni and Osizweni taxi  ranks and ensure the usage of facilities for other purposes should the taxi rank not materialize, as it seems apparent
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT in our district has not been showing desired level and rapid pace of development. Newcastle is no doubt the economic hub for the KZN North West region. To stimulate and encourage economic development in the region we have successfully achieved the following:-
· Completion of the construction of the Techno Hub Building and Refurbishment of Airport Building to the value of R 24 million;
· Finalized the  Draft SMME Preferential Procurement Policy which will allow that 40% of municipal annual budget to benefit the local SMME’s and Contractors of Newcastle.

· We have successfully hosted the Provincial Tourism Month as a District.
· Revision of the Newcastle LED strategy.

We are committed in developing our SMMEs including linkage with big businesses. ABSA Enterprise Development Unit has expressed its willingness to partner with us in this endeavor. We will also focus on ensuring business retention and exposure of local business. We also want to see Newcastle Growth Coalition becoming more active once more in our quest for economic development. Newcastle has a potential in tourism business. The review of Newcastle tourism development strategy will be undertaken soon. The Unemployment Summit is planned for the month of August. There is an ongoing engagement with various stakeholders on the agricultural sector and a lot of ground work has been covered. Projects will soon be rolled out.
	NEWCASTLE MUNICIPALITY

HUMAN SETTLEMENT PROJECTS  2018/19

	NO.
	PROJECT 
DESCRIPTION
	WARD NO.
	UNITS
	PROJECT
STAGE
	APPROVED BUDGET 
	EXPENDITURE TO DATE
	STATUS
	ANTICIPATED DATE OF COMPLETION

	1.
	Madadeni H39 Housing Project
	19
	928
	Stage 2
	R48 119 045.13
	R39,602,134.78
	· 89% of internal services completed 
· Stage 3 (top-structures) application for the construction of the first 500 units approved waiting for finalization of contract 
	Stage 2 – May 2018

	2.
	Fairleigh /Siyahlala-la Housing Project
	25
	1200
	Stage 2 & 3
	R 70,343,251.25
	R 32,461,107.80
	· 96 % of internal services completed 
· 482 housing units have been completed 
· Contract for Stage 3 application for balance of 700 units has been signed on 08 March 2018. 
	· Stage 2 - 1205 units Ends in June 2018
· Stage 3 – 500 units end March 2018


	3.
	Khathide Phase 2 Rural Housing Project
	6 & 12
	2000
	Stage 3
	R162,119,470.82
	R160,470,022.38
	· Project at practical completion with 1974 housing units constructed and 26 missing beneficiaries

· Application for expansion of project for 220 submitted to province to also include missing beneficiaries
	

	4.
	Charlestown Housing Project
	1
	1200
	Stage 2
	R 21,899,440.00
	R 18,228,273.09
	· 100% of internal services completed for first 500 sites
· 73% of internal services completed for balance of 700 sites
· Stage 3 application for the construction of top-structures for first 500 units submitted to province awaiting approval
· Construction of  waste water treatment plant at Charlestown for 700 units to be prioritised by Technical Services
	Stage 2 - 700 units Ends in May 2019

	5.
	Osizweni Section Phase 3
	9
	670
	Stage 3
	R45 535 886.70
	R8,664,423.06
	· One of challenging projects since its inception. The IA has been terminated in November 2018 due to none-performance.
· To-date only 130 units have been completed on site since its inception.
· The new contractor has been appointed by province to complete of the project and to be on site in April 2018 to initiate the construction.


	

	6.
	Emawozeni Housing Project
	30
	100
	Stage 3
	R15 792 854.00
	R573,532.77
	· 100% of internal services completed for first 500 sitesProject was delayed by social issues and a mediation agreement has been signed in December 2017
· The contractor is on site and has commenced with the construction of 20 slabs and the progress is slow.

	An application for extension of time for further 8 months was submitted to province and waiting for approval

	7.
	JBC Phase 1 Housing Project
	15/16/18
	2011
	Stage 1
	
	
	Finalising the transfers of expropriated properties into the municipal ownership and consolidation of properties to initiate the Township establishment process.
	

	8.
	JBC Phase 2 & 3 Housing Project


	15/16/18
	7500


	Stage 1
	R 24,649,425.00


	R 12,314,149.60


	Finalising the transfers of expropriated properties into the municipal ownership and consolidation of properties to initiate the Township Establishment process.
	

	9.
	Kwamathukuza Housing Project Phase 2


	34
	200
	Stage 1
	R 0.00
	R 0.00
	· IA has done desk top preliminary feasibility studies and Stage 1 application was submitted to KZNDoHS.
· Delays from province with the finalization of Stage 1 contract
· Delays in the issuing of the environmental ROD by EDTEA
	No tripartite agreement in place yet



	10.
	Drycut Housing Project


	16
	1000
	Stage 1
	R 0.00
	R0.00
	· Stage one application has been recommended by TEC for approval, currently waiting for the finalization of contract.
	No tripartite agreement in place yet



	11.
	Soulcity/Stafford Hill 


	31
	3500
	Stage 1
	R 0.00
	R0.00
	· Project is at desk top preliminary feasibility studies.

· No EIA in place yet


	No tripartite agreement in place yet

	12.
	Vezokuhle / Roypoint 


	21
	518
	Stage 1
	R0.00
	R0.00
	· Project is at desk top preliminary feasibility studies.

· No EIA in place yet


	No tripartite agreement in place yet

	
	TOTAL
	
	20 827
	
	
	
	
	

	SOCIAL HOUSING RENTAL UNITS AND GAP/FLISP HOUSING

	NO.
	PROJECT NAME
	WARD
	UNITS
	STAGE
	PROJECT VALUE
	EXPENDITURE
	STATUS
	

	1.
	Newcastle- N11 Arbor Park Social Housing Project


	34
	±555
	Stage 1
	Not committed yet

	
	· Rezoning application has been approved by the Municipality.

· Application for Stage 2 (constriction of services and units) was submitted to province but cannot be approved due to the changes made on implementation of CRU projects to now form part of Social Housing Programme.


	

	2.
	Newcastle Central (Hospital Street) Social Housing Project
	25
	±550
	Stage 1
	Not committed yet

	
	Identification of Social Housing Institution (SHI) to implement the projects.
	

	3.
	GAP / FLISP Affordable Housing Projects

1. Erf 12155 Newcastle (Schuinshoogte)

2. Erf 9449 Newcastle (Sunnyridge)

3. Erf 14144 Newcastle (Fernwood)
	2 and 3
	±349
	Stage 1
	Not committed yet

	
	· The municipality has identified 2 sites for promoting gap housing.

· Draft TOR have been completed and submitted to province for their inputs before initiating SCM process for suitable developers.


	

	
	Total
	
	1454
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DESCRIPTION       FULL YEAR 

BUDGET 

 FULL YEAR ADD 

BUDGET 

 FULL YEAR 

TOTAL BUDGET 

 YEAR TO DATE 

ACTUAL 

 ON ORDER   FULL YEAR 

AVAILABLE 

 FEB BUDGET   FEB ACTUAL   YTD INCL 

ORDER 

 % 

ACTUAL 

 % 

ACTUAL 

INCL 

ORDER 

COMMENTS PROJECTED 

EXPENDITURE 

BY END OF 

JUNE 2018

Ingogo Fresh Produce Market                                  145,405.00             -                           145,405.00            -                            -                   145,405.00         12,117.00           -                      -                         -         -        

The project has 

been completed

Building of New Infrastructure (AIRPORT/TECHNO HU)           6,400,000.00         -                           6,400,000.00        6,179,743.52         -                   220,256.48         533,333.00         2,077.48           6,179,743.52     96.56    96.56   

Project 99% 

complete R6, 400, 000.00

REFURBISHMENT OF SURYAVILLE & FAIRLEIGH FLAT                 -                             1,293,637.00       1,293,637.00        300,240.34            -                   993,396.66         -                         -                      300,240.34         23.21    23.21   

Furnisher   Equipment                                        250,000.00             -                           250,000.00            78,978.00               22,586.82     148,435.18         20,833.00           -                      101,564.82         31.59    40.63   

JBC Urban Hub Informal Trading Stalls                        4,875,298.00         (375,298.00)          4,500,000.00        -                            -                   4,500,000.00      406,274.00         -                      -                         -         -        

NDPG has 

indicated that 

theres is no 

budget for this 

project.  Project is 

not going to be 

implemented

NDPG did not 

allocate funding 

for this project

Provision of Sevices at JBC Urban Hub                        -                             -                           -                            -                            -                   -                         -                         -                      -                         -         -        

Project is going to 

be implemeted in 

future year no 

budget currently 

for this project 

NDPG did not 

allocate funding 

for this project

JBC to Osizweni Secondary Link Road Phase 2 House            1,000,000.00         -                           1,000,000.00        -                            -                   1,000,000.00      83,333.00           -                      -                         -         -        

Bill of Quantity is 

currently under 

preparation for 

advertisement

JBC to Osizweni Secondary Link Road Phase 1                  -                             10,500,000.00     10,500,000.00      4,332,124.96         -                   6,167,875.04      -                         -                      4,332,124.96     41.26    41.26   

The Project is 

practicaly 

complete, awaiting 

for the Contracter 

to re-establish and 

re-install the pipe. 

Project to be 

completed end of 

June 2018.

JBC to Osizweni Secondary Link Road Phase 2                  15,000,000.00       -                           15,000,000.00      8,316,153.38         -                   6,683,846.62      1,250,000.00     3,893,364.94   8,316,153.38     55.44    55.44   

Approval has been 

granted on the 06 

March 2018 for 

R20 Million, 

indication on 

funding dependent 

on NDPG budget 

adjustment in 

November 2018

This s depedent 

o NDPG's 

decision on 

project funding

Madadeni Secondary Link Road                                 29,124,702.00       (10,124,702.00)   19,000,000.00      2,182,320.08         -                   16,817,679.92   427,058.00         -                      2,182,320.08     11.49    11.49   

Project has 

recommenced 

with an new 

contractor on site 100%

JBC WALKWAYS                                                 -                             -                           -                            -                            -                   -                         -                         -                      -                         -         -        

Project is 

scheduled for 

completion end of 

April 2018

56,795,405.00       1,293,637.00       58,089,042.00      21,389,560.28      22,586.82     36,676,894.90   2,732,948.00     3,895,442.42   21,412,147.10   36.82    36.86   


TECHNICAL SERVICES
On Infrastructure Development
We continue with the roll out of infrastructure development mainly in our undeveloped areas.  On electrification 15 High Mast lights have been installed and electrified in ward 1, 17, 18, 15, 33 and 33 as per old demarcation.  180 householders have been electrified in Charles town.  On the maintenance side   we have been able to, among other things, maintain 127 mini sub-substations, 4 mini sub-stations replaced, carry out maintenance on 322 kiosks and to replace fire extinguisher in all substations.  750 LED streetlights have been installed and we acknowledge the persistent challenge of streetlight in the town.  Cable theft have been the major course of this problem.

On 2018/2019 key Focus Area will be the electrification of 1250 households in ward 25 Siyahlala.  The project is underway Electrification  of  220 households Kwa Mlimi, and electrification of 100 households in ward 33 Emanzana.

On our roads projects there has been a delay due to various reasons. We may mention the delay in the appointment of consultants and also the stoppage of the procurement processes by local contractors who had some issues they wanted resolved.  Under Madadeni Urban access roads Phase 3 we are busy with following projects:

•
MF 55        0.71km

•
MD 35       0.81 km

•
MD 30       0.298 km

•
ME 11(A)  0.79km

•
ME 11(B)  1.1km    
Osizweni Ubarn Roads Phase IV
•
OE41          0.497km

•
OA85(A)     1.2 km

•
OA85(B)     0.96km

•
OC20          0.64km

•
OA103        1km
All these projects are still going through the evaluation process and are all multi year projects.
We all know the state of our roads, both tarred roads and gravel roads.  We have been hit hard by the heavy rains to such an extent that we are in the process of getting COGTA provincially to declare our road infrastructure damage a disaster.  We have allocated a budget for road resealing and re-graveling.  Though it is just a drop in the ocean.
On Water Provision
We have had so much rain such that an ordinary man on the street, will think we should not be experiencing the water shortages and water cuts we are currently experiencing in town. Unfortunately water provision is not about water falling from the sky and getting into pipes and eventually coming out of taps
The water infrastructure is key in water provision and reticulation. Our problem of ageing and rotten infrastructure still persists, and it will be so for some time to come, we are consistently working on it. There are certain portions within our townships where water reticulation is a serious challenge particularly in section 3 (ward 23) and section 6(Ward 19). There has been some improvement though, through our interventions. We know that it is not enough until the problem is solved.
The following projects on water provision have been completed:-
· WCDM Osizweni – installation of PRV’s, internal Leak repairs and meter replacements. 

· Ngagane water treatment plant upgrade - Water Bulk Supply Storage Tank. 

· Stafford Hill Waterborne sewer project - Conversion of VIP Toilets into Waterborne toilets system.

· Newcastle East Water Supply Extension (Dicks, Mndozo and Blaauwbosch).

Water Projects - 2017/2018
	
	
	

	Project Description
	Ward
	Budget

	OSIZWENI E AND F 
	32,17
	 R               9 000 000,00 

	MADADENI WWTP
	20
	 R             20 000 000,00 

	UPGRADE OF NGAGANE WWTW PHASE1
	21
	 R             15 000 000,00 

	BASIC SANITATION SERVICES NORMANDIEN
	1
	 R                   700 000,00 

	BASIC SANITATION SERVICES INGOGO
	1
	 R                   700 000,00 

	BASIC SANITATION SERVICES CHARLESTOWN
	1
	 R                   700 000,00 

	BLAAUWBOSCH BULK WATER PROJECT                               
	16
	 R             15 000 000,00 

	PIPE REPLACEMENT AND UPGRADE PROJECT 
	3
	 R               7 489 000,00 

	NGAGANE BULK WATER SUPPLY PROJECT 
	21
	 R             10 000 000,00 

	WCDM OSIZWENI
	30,13,10,8,11,32,9
	 R             10 000 000,00 

	NEWCASTLE EAST WATER SUPPLY EXTENSION
	1,7,31
	 R             35 000 000,00 


Our Key Focus areas on water in the year 2018/2019 financial year are the following:-

Water Projects - 2018/2019
	PROJECT DESCRIPTION

	BUDGET

	PROJECT STATUS

	COMMENTS


	WCDM MADADENI
	           6 500 000,00 
	Project is ongoing.
	This is a multiyear project.

	MADADENI WWTP
	         20 000 000,00 
	Contractor is on site.
	This is a multiyear project.

	UPGRADE OF NGAGANE WTW PHASE1
	         20 000 000,00 
	Consultant is busy with the Designs.
	This is a multiyear project.

	BLAAUWBOSCH BULK WATER PROJECT                               
	         18 000 000,00 
	Consultant is busy with the Designs.
	This is a multiyear project.

	PIPE REPLACEMENT AND UPGRADE PROJECT 
	         11 156 000,00 
	Consultant is busy with the evaluation report
	This is a multiyear project.

	OSIZWENI E AND F 
	           4 844 000,00 
	The Consultant is busy with business plan.
	This is a multiyear project.

	NGAGANE BULK WATER SUPPLY PROJECT 
	           4 000 000,00 
	Consultant is busy with the Designs.
	This is a multiyear project.

	WCDM OSIZWENI

	10 000 000
	Project is ongoing.
	This is a multiyear project

	NEWCASTLE EAST WATER SUPPLY EXTENSION
 
	35 000 000
	 Project ongoing.
	This is a multiyear project


COMMUNITY SERVICES
Under community services the projects of the refurbishment and extension of Newcastle library is going on.  The project is currently at 72% completion stage. As indicated previously the upgraded facility will boast a large study area, as well as a large computer areas. These areas will be more isolated thus resulting in less disturbance to students. The increased main library will allow for improved disabled user area and setting of shelves and library materials. Overall the extensions will create a more user friendly environment for library users. We do acknowledge the challenges that have been experienced in this project, but it is not always how you start but how you finish.
The MEC for Arts and Culture Ms Bongi Sithole-Moloi has once again provided a budget for the construction of a Modular Library at the vicinity of ward 7 and its surrounding areas. The amount of R 370 000 (Three hundred and seventy thousand) was made available for this purpose. This displays beyond any shadow of doubt that ANC led Government is committed to our children’s education. Particularly those who live in rural areas. We thank the MEC for her kind consideration. It seems to be true that you educate a woman, you educate the nation.
Charlestown Hall is complete and the consultant will be handing it over to the Municipality soon. We are hopeful that that the budget road show meeting in Charlestown will be held in the new hall.

There are some few projects that seem to be haunted. They seem not to get finished. We seem to jump from one hurdle to the next all the time. We get conflicting reports from Management and Consultants. We are taking these matters serious and we are considering a detailed investigations that will enable us to complete these projects.

TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT AND COMMUNITY SAFETY
We are considering to take over the licencing function from the Provincial RTI. We are of the view that our people will be better served if this service is rendered through the Local Municipality. We have put aside R1 Million for the commencement of the process to take over the function.
We have friendly concluded the procurement of the Parking Management System. This will help to ease the hogging of the parking bays and thus increase the feet for businesses. Approximately 100 people will be employed on this project.
Parks and Recreation
Parks and recreation will extend its service of grass cutting to the areas of Blaaubosch, Johnstone and Cavan. That area looks very bad and it has become a haven for criminals with the long grass all over. We intend to utilize community co-ops to carry out this project. It is also a way of job creation.

We are equipping the Waste Management Section with a Skip Servicing Truck. We have noted that the capacity to service the skip is lacking. We also call upon our people to play a role in keeping our areas clean. Littering and illegal dumping is despicable no matter who does it. We commend the good work done by groups like “Harambe” that help to encourage and assist communities to clean and keep their areas clean. We wish we could see more people and groups like that growing in our towns and villages.
KEY POINTS OF THE BUDGET
Madam Speaker, it is my pleasure to table a total budgeted expenditure of R2.494 billion, comprising of R2.274 billion for operational and R220.5 million for capital projects. The operational budget of R2.274 billion is made-up of cash component of R1,499 billion cash expenditure and R0,775 million non-cash expenditure.

Operating Expenditure
Madam Speaker, the capital budget of R2.494 billion will be spent as follows:

1.
Cash expenditure items

•
Bulk purchases


R 618.7 million

•
Employee costs


R 537.1 million

•
Interest on loans 


R   43.9 million

•
Contracted services

R   33.8 million

•
Remuneration of councillors
R   24.1 million

•
General expenses


R 166.7 million

•
Repairs and maintenance 
R   70.6 million

•
Materials



R     3.7 million

2.
Non-cash expenditure items:

•
Depreciation 


R 525.5 million

•
Debt impairment


R 163.9 million

•
Indigent benefit


R   85.7 million

Capital Expenditure
Madam Speaker, the operating budget of R220.5 million will be spent as follows:

•
Roads infrastructure
 
R 97.7 million

•
Water and sanitation

R 85.5 million

•
Construction of libraries

R 19.4 million

•
Rural electrification

R 15.0 million

•
Plant, furniture and equipment
R   2.5 million
Funding the Budget
In order to fund the operating expenditure, Madam Speaker, the budget appropriates the funding revenue of R1.835 million, which is made up of the following revenue sources: 

•
Electricity 



R692.8 million

•
Water




R178.8 million

•
Sanitation 



R118.2 million

•
Refuse



R  95.5 million

•
Property rates 


R311.9 million

•
Government grants

R368.8 million

•
Other revenue


R  68.9 million
Madam Speaker, in order to generate this revenue, the tariffs are proposed to be increased as follows:

•
Electricity



8%

•
Property rates


7.2%

•
Water




7.2%

•
Sanitation



7.2%

•
Refuse 



7.2%

•
Other




10%

While we acknowledge these tariffs are slightly above the projected inflation rate, the increases are however necessary for the municipality to provide minimum level of service delivery. It is also necessary for the municipality to intensify its collection efforts in order to further improve service delivery.

Furthermore, capital expenditure amounting to R220.5 million will be funded out as follows:

•
Government grants                    R177.4 million

•
Own revenue (internal)                R43.1 million

Before I close Madam Speaker I would like to quote the words of our Minister of Cogta Dr. Zweli Mkhize in the KZN Local Government Indaba recently held in Durban “Public representatives and Government officials must make an impact in the improvement of the lives of our people.  As Public representatives and officials we must always put our people first – Batho Pele.  Our people must feel that their elected representatives are here to serve them, that they care and are prepared to listen and respond.  They must feel that their representatives in particular have no other interest than to work for the improvement of their lives.  We will work hard to promote that ethos”
When I was given the responsibility of being the Mayor of Newcastle, I chose the song by Hugh Masikela, who was still alive then, Thuma mina.  When President Ramaphosa made that clarion call of Thuma Mina we, as Newcastle Municipality, we already on the road to be thunywaed .  We want to re-emphasize our commitment and declare:-
•
We want to be there when our people turn Municipalities around.  Thuma mina!
•
When they triumph over poverty and unemployment, inequality and substance abuse, I want to be there leading the way.
•
When our people in Blaauwbosch protest for service delivery I want to be there.
•
When our people in H39 cry for houses I want to be there.
•
I want to be there when our people fight against corruption and maladministration in Municipalities. Send Me
•
I want to be there when our people clean the streets of our town and townships to reclaim our dignity and pride.
•
I want to be there when people of Newcastle overcome the problem of the water and sewer infrastructure decay.
•
I want to be there when the people of eNketheni start enjoying all the basic services.
•
I want to be there when our people fix the potholes, fix broken lights, and cut the grass on the verges of the roads.
•
I want to be there when the people share in the country’s wealth and becoming part of the growing and vibrant economy.
•
I want to be there for the nation building, social cohesion and the protection of human rights for all. THUMA MINA

In closing Madam Speaker, I need to highlight that drafting this budget was not an easy exercise and required exceptional expertise, hard work, and dedication. It required open minds and progressive thinking. It is for that reason Madam Speaker I would like to thank all the councillors, in particular the ANC caucus, the Municipal Manager and all his Management team for working tirelessly to ensure that the responsibility is accomplished. This is a draft budget and subject to review. It will soon be presented and discussed with key Stakeholders and Treasurer as well as the community in general. To my wife and my entire family, thank you for your unwavering support.
Madam Speaker, I hereby table the draft budget, IDP and PMS for 2018/2019 Financial Year.
I thank you.
CLLR E.M. NKOSI                                                         

 

THE MAYOR OF NEWCASTLE
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