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Newcastle Municipality

MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING OF THE NEWCASTLE MUNICIPAL COUNCIL, HELD IN THE CONFERENCE ROOM, SHOW HALL, HARDWICK STREET, NEWCASTLE ON WEDNESDAY, 27 NOVEMBER 2019 AT 14:00
NEWCASTLE MUNICIPAL COUNCIL 

MEETING : 27 NOVEMBER 2019 
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1 :
OPENING

The Speaker welcomed all present and officially declared the meeting opened.  
2 :
APPLICATIONS FOR LEAVE OF ABSENCE : (A 3/1/4/1)

The meeting was informed that the following councillors had given notice to the effect that it would not be possible for them to attend the meeting :- (Annexure “A”)


B
S

Dlamini
M
S
Ndlovu


D
X

Dube
M
E
Ngcobo


R
N

Mdluli
D
R
Ngema


H
N

Mkhwanazi
S
M
Thwala


T
P

Mkhwanazi
J
A
Vorster


A
S

Mokoena


RESOLVED
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be granted leave of absence from attending the meeting.

3 :
OFFICIAL NOTICES  


Workshop : Policies : 4 December 2019

The Speaker informed Council regarding the workshop for policies scheduled for 4 December 2019 at 08:00 in the Council Chambers.


She thereafter urged councillors to avail themselves for the said workshop, thereafter, it was 

NOTED
4 :
UNOPPOSED PROPOSALS BY SPEAKER 
NONE
5 :
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 
RESOLVED
(a)
That the minutes of the meeting of the Newcastle Municipal Council held on 30 October 2019, be confirmed;

(b)
that the minutes of the special meeting of the Newcastle Municipal Council held on 8 November 2019, be confirmed, subject to the following amendment :-
· Resolution 3 : Adjustment budget : Failure to adopt a funded budget for the 2019/2020 financial year 

The name of Cllr. V.F. Hadebe, in the preamble, be replaced with Cllr. P.F. Ndlovu

· Resolution 3 : Adjustment budget : Failure to adopt a funded budget for the 2019/2020 financial year, Annexure B, second page be removed


6 :


QUESTIONS OF WHICH NOTICE HAD BEEN GIVEN
Democratic Alliance 
Cllr. A.P. Meiring of the Democratic Alliance expressed concerns regarding questions submitted to the Speaker’s office but have not been addressed, as there has not been any feedback received since submission.

In response, the Speaker indicated that such would be addressed.
NOTED
7 :
MOTIONS OF WHICH NOTICE HAD BEEN GIVEN

IFP : Forensic report July 2018
Cllr. C.Y. Liu of the IFP presented the submitted motion, requesting that the forensic report sent to the Newcastle Municipality in July 2018, as stated by the Newcastle Mayor whilst addressing the media on 6 July 2019, be submitted to Council at its next meeting.

RESOLVED

(a)
That it be noted that the required forensic report was conducted by Provincial Treasury;

(b)
that considering (a) above, Provincial Treasury be requested to present the forensic report sent to the Newcastle Municipality in July 2018.
8 :
REPORTS OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

The Deputy Mayor, Cllr. R.M. Molelekoa, moved that the recommendations of the Executive Committee be considered and that resolutions of the committee be adopted under powers delegated to the committee and where indicated, be noted.



VIDE THE ANNEXED PART A AND PART B

9 :
MUNICIPAL PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE : (CS(A) 3/2/2/2/70)


Due to the absence of the Chairperson of the MPAC, Cllr. L.G. Thwala moved that the resolutions of the MPAC be noted.
· Resolution 8(ii) : Revised schedule for waste removal 

Cllr. J.B. Nkwanazi of the Democratic Alliance requested that skips be serviced accordingly and further the service be also arranged for other areas that do not have skips.
RESOLVED
That the resolutions of the Municipal Public Accounts Committee as adopted at the meeting held on 23 October 2019, be noted.
CONCLUSION OF MEETING
There being no further business to discuss, the meeting concluded at 16:15.


CONFIRMED

_______
_____________

DATE
CHAIRPERSON
PART     A



CM89(i) :
FILLING OF VACANCY : MUNICIPAL MANAGER : (CS(HR) 5/3/5)
Dealt with at a Council meeting held on 30 October 2019, resolution N°. CM88(i)

NOTED
CM89(ii) :
RESIGNATION : MUNICIPAL MANAGER : B.E. MSWANE 
Dealt with at a Council meeting held on 30 October 2019, resolution N°. CM88(ii)

NOTED
CM90 : 
ADJUSTMENT BUDGET 

Failure to adopt a funded budget for the 2019/2020 financial year : (BTO 6/1/1 - 2019/2020)
Dealt with at a special Council meeting held on 8 November 2019, resolution N°. 3.

NOTED
CM91 :
DROUGHT IMPACT TO WATER SUPPLY

Dealt with at a special Council meeting held on 8 November 2019, resolution N°. 4.

NOTED
CM92 :
REPORTS OF ANY COMMITTEE

A.
Community Services Portfolio Standing Committee : Meeting held on 5 November 2019 
(i)
Cost estimate KZNDSR SALGA Games 2019

Cllr. S.G. Miya of the ANC, requested that the Chief Whip also partake in the SALGA Games 2019.  In addition she requested that a feedback report on the financial implications due to the participation of Council representatives to the SALGA Games 2019, be presented to Council.


Cllr. X.M. Msezane shared the same sentiments, in addition enquiring the actual number of Council representatives that will be attending and the costs.
RESOLVED 


(a)
That Council rescinds the following resolution CM69 B(iv)(b) taken at the Council meeting held on 2 October 2019 :-

“that Council approves and submits the names of  Community Services Portfolio Standing Committee councillors desirous of attending the games to the Strategic Executive Director : Community Services prior to any reservations being made, for the assessment of the subsistence and travelling expenses and flow of processes.”;

(b)
that Council approves the attendance of SALGA Games 2019 by only the interested Community Services Portfolio Standing Committee members, the Mayor, Deputy Mayor, Chief Whip and Speaker;
(c) 
that considering (b) above, the names of councillors desirous of attending the games be submitted to the Strategic Executive Director : Community Services prior to any reservations being made for the assessment of the subsistence and travelling expenses and flow of processes;

(d)
that Council notes that with regards to (b) above in support of the Mayor, Deputy Mayor, Chief Whip and Speaker only two officials from their offices (security and administrative personnel) will be permitted to partake;
(e)
that the department make provision for accommodation and catering for all Council   representatives that will be attending the KZNDSR SALGA Games 2019;

(f)
that procurement of tracksuits be only for  councillors that will be attending the KZNDSR SALGA Games 2019;

(g)
that a feedback report on the financial implications due to the participation of Council representative to the KZNDSR SALGA Games 2019, be submitted at the next Executive Committee.

(ii)
Revised cost analysis for filling of two new positions for Disaster Management Unit 

RESOLVED 

(a)
That Section 16(3) of the Disaster Management Act N°. 16 of 2015 :-

“a local municipality must establish capacity for the development and co-ordination of a disaster management and the implementation of a disaster management function for the municipality which forms part of the disaster management plan as approved by the relevant municipal disaster management centre”

be noted;

(b)
that in view of (a) above, the filling of two new positions will assist Council to meet the requirements of Section 21(1) of the Disaster Management Act, N°. 16 of 2015.

(iii)
Re-shuffling of the Newcastle Taxi Rank 

Cllr. X.M. Msezane of PRM expressed concerns regarding the timing of the item submitted to Council, as the re-shuffling of the taxi rank has already started.
RESOLVED 


(a)
That Council supports the resolutions of the Newcastle Taxi Forum and Amajuba Regional Taxi Council’s Operations committee to re-shuffle the Newcastle Taxi Rank;

(b)
that a report with regards to (a) above be submitted at the next Executive Committee meeting.

B.
Corporate Services Portfolio Standing Committee : Meeting held on 5 November 2019 

Parking policy : (CS(A) 16/3/1)
Cllr. T.N. Dlamini of the EFF requested that the Parking Policy be workshopped before adoption.

RESOLVED 


(a)   That the parking policy be approved;

(b) 
that Council be workshopped on all the Corporate Services department policies.

C.
Development Planning and Human Settlements Portfolio Standing Committee : Meeting held on 6 November 2019 
(i)
Report on illegal structure and encroachment of Erf 10807 Newcastle : (DP&HS 14/1/1/1)

RESOLVED 

(a)
That the Council approves to approach the High Court for an order to demolish and remove the illegal structure encroaching on municipal property Erf 10807 Newcastle;

(b)
that Council approve that all costs as a result of legal processes to approach the High Court be borne by Council.

(ii)
Approval to source funding for the establishment of an inland dry port within Newcastle Municipality 

RESOLVED 
(a)
That the Council notes the intention to establish an inland dry port as part of the implementation of the Vision 2035 Development Programme;

(b)
that Council approves the sourcing of funding for the establishment of an inland dry port within the Newcastle Municipality.

D.
Finance Portfolio Standing Committee : Meeting held on 14 November   2019 
(i)
Request 50% off for Waste Management  Bill : November 2019

Cllr. S.B. Buthelezi withdrew her comments.
RESOLVED 

(a)
That Council condones the 50% credit off on the consumer waste management bill for the month of October 2019;


(b)
that Council condones the 50% credit off on the consumer waste management bill for the month of November 2019;

(c)
that Council condones the 50% credit off on the consumer waste management bill until the provision of waste management services is normalised.

(ii)
Indigent application process : Write-off of debt : October 2019 : 

(BTO 6/7)

RESOLVED 

That debt owed by registered indigent account holders processed during the month of October 2019 amounting to R3 590 539.00, be written off against the bad debt reserve.

(iii)
Municipal borrowings (MFMA) : Quarter ended 30 September 2019 : (BTO 6/11/2)
RESOLVED 

That the report on municipal borrowing for the quarter ended 30 September 2019, be noted.

(iv)
Municipal grants (MFMA) : Quarter ended 30 September 2019 : 
(BTO 6/11/2)
RESOLVED 

(a)
That the report on municipal grants for the quarter ended 30 September 2019, be noted;

(b)
that a progress report with regards to the capital projects be requested from the Acting Municipal Manager;

(c)
that the report mentioned in (a) above be submitted to the Finance Portfolio Standing Committee.

(v)
Municipal investments (MFMA) : Quarter ended 30 September 2019 : (BTO 6/11/2)
RESOLVED 

That the report submitted on the investment register for the quarter ended 30 September 2019, be noted.

(vi)
Withdrawals from municipal bank account : Quarter ended 30 September 2019 : (BTO 1/1/14)
RESOLVED 

That the report submitted in terms of section 11(4)(a) of the Municipal Finance Management Act, N°. 56 of 2003, for the quarter ended 30 September 2019, be noted.

(vii)
Deviations report in terms of paragraph 23.1(c), 24.1(c) and 48.2 of the Municipal Supply Chain Management Policy for a month of September 2019 : (BTO 21/B) 
RESOLVED 

That the report regarding the deviations, and ratification of minor breaches of, procurement processes in terms of paragraphs 23.1; 24.1 and 48.2 of the Newcastle Municipality’s Supply Chain Management Policy for September 2019, be noted.

(viii)
Section 71 : Monthly budget statement : National reporting standard : Month three : 30 September 2019 :  (BTO 6/1/1 - 2019/2020)

RESOLVED 

That the Municipal Finance Management Act Section 71 report for the month ended 30 September 2019, be noted.

(ix)
Section 52(d) : Quarterly budget statement : National reporting standard : 30 September 2019 : (BTO 6/1/1-2019/2020)
RESOLVED

That the Municipal Finance Management Act, Section 52(d) report for the month ended 30 September 2019, be noted.

CM93 :
EXTENSION OF EPWP CONTRACTS OVER THE FESTIVE PERIOD


Cllr. T.N. Dlamini of the EFF indicated that they do not support the resolution because there is a lack of provision of waste management services in town.



Cllr. M.F. Zikhali of the ANC supported the recommendations requesting that the legal opinion be in writing for Council consideration.
RESOLVED 
(a)
That considering the legal opinion, the contract of 70 EPWP staff be extended for a period of 1 month, ending  24 January 2020 to maintain the cleanliness throughout Newcastle and service business and customers;

(b)
that Corporate Services consult the Legal Services when drafted the contract stipulated in (a) above;
(c)
that considering (a) above the legal opinion be submitted to Council in writing.

(The EFF requested that their dissenting vote be recorded.)

CM94:
ADJUSTMENT BUDGET : (BTO 6/1/1 - 2018/2019)

As per the Speaker’s request, the Acting Municipal Manager informed Council with regards to the submitted item.


Cllr. P.B. Mwali of the Independent Party expressed concerns regarding constant budget adjustments, he requested that Council not be misled by administration as councillors are accountable to the community.


Cllr. L.L. Bosman of the Vryheidsfront Plus expressed concerns indicating that the party’s inputs submitted to be considered when the 2019/2020 adjustment budget was tabled to the Council meeting held on 25 September 2019, have not been implemented.  He further indicated that the budget cutting will compromise service delivery.  In conclusion he stating that the VF Plus does not support the budget as Council has been cautioned numerous times regarding budget issues.

Cllr. X.M. Msezane of People’s Revolutionary Movement supported the adjustment budget with provision that service delivery is not compromised due to budget cuts.


Cllr. S.J. Zulu of Royal Loyal Party supported the adjustment budget, requesting that administration advice Council accordingly in order for the equitable share not to be withdrawn.


Cllr. P.F. Ndlovu of the Economic Freedom Fighters expressed concerns of not in support of the adjustment budget, indication that such is a compromise to service delivery.  In conclusion she enquired if the internship programme will continue considering the budget cut and further enquired as to when a response from Provincial and National Treasuries after assessing the adjustment budget will be tabled to Council.
Cllr. A.P. Meiring, on behalf of the Democratic Alliance, requested that their comments be noted as per the submission. (Annexure “B”)


Cllr. T.M. Zulu of the Inkatha Freedom Party supported the adjustment budget, recommending that the budget for councillors be also cut in support of the initiative. 


Cllr. D. Ngwenya of the African National Congress supported the adjustment budget.
RESOLVED 
(a)
That Council approves the adjustment budget;

(b)
that the approved adjustment budgets be submitted to Provincial and National Treasuries for further assess-ments;

(c)
that the IDP and PMS 20196/2020 be amended accordingly. 
(The EFF and VF Plus requested that their dissenting votes be recorded.)
PART  B  

1.
SPECIAL MEETING EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING : 30 OCTOBER 2019 

At the Council meeting held on 27 November 2019 the resolutions of the Executive Committee numbered


B 169 to B 171

were


NOTED

2.
SPECIAL MEETING EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING : 7 NOVEMBER 2019 

At the Council meeting held on 27 November 2019 the resolutions of the Executive Committee numbered


B 172 to B 173


were


NOTED

3.
SPECIAL MEETING EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING : 8 NOVEMBER 2019 

At the Council meeting held on 27 November 2019 the resolutions of the Executive Committee numbered


B 174 to B 176


were


NOTED
4.
MEETING EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING : 19 NOVEMBER 2019 

At the Council meeting held on 27 November 2019 the resolutions of the Executive Committee numbered


B 177 to B 185

were


NOTED
5.
MEETING EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING : 27 NOVEMBER 2019 AT 09:00

At the Council meeting held on 27 November 2019 the resolutions of the Executive Committee numbered


B 186 to B 187


were


NOTED
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