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Newcastle Municipality

MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN THE CONFERENCE ROOM, SHOW HALL, HARDWICK STREET,  NEWCASTLE ON WEDNESDAY, 15 OCTOBER 2014
AT 14:00
NEWCASTLE MUNICIPAL COUNCIL 

MEETING : 15 OCTOBER 2014
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PART     A


PART     B


1 :
OPENING


The Speaker opened the meeting.

2 :
APPLICATIONS FOR LEAVE OF ABSENCE : (A 3/1/4/1)

The meeting was informed that the following councillors had given notice to the effect that it would not be possible for them to attend the meeting :- 


T
J

de Jager
M
N

Mbokazi 


J
S

Mbatha


RESOLVED
That Councillors 



T
J

de Jager
M
N

Mbokazi 



J
S

Mbatha


be granted leave of absence from attending the meeting.
3 :
FILLING OF VACANCY : PROPORTIONAL REPRESENTATION : (CS(A) 3/1/6)
Following the death of Councillor B.S. Ntombela, the Independent Electoral Commission has given notice to the effect that Mr. R.M. Molelekoa, representative from the ANC has been elected in the vacancy created, in accordance with section 18 of the Local Government : Municipal Structures Act 117 of 1988, with effect 17 September 2014.
The Chief Magistrate of Newcastle, Mr. A. Hechter, formally inducted Cllr. Molelekoa, councillor for ward 12.
NOTED
4.
OFFICIAL NOTICES 
Vote of appreciation : Cllr. A.F. Rehman : Excellence award : Best Mayor in the Province : (CS(A) 20/6)

The Speaker, on behalf of the Newcastle Municipal Council congratulated the Mayor, Cllr. A.F. Rehman for his achievement by winning the Excellence Award for the third consecutive year.

NOTED
5 :
UNOPPOSED PROPOSALS BY SPEAKER
Council meeting : (CS(A) 1/2/42)

The Speaker requested that councillors should respect Council meetings.  Should councillors wish to caucus, they should request the permission of the Speaker by the show of hands and do not walk out from meetings.

This, in his opinion, would uphold the respect of the Council.  He further advised that should he as the Speaker fail to fulfil his duties any councillors aggrieved by this should approach him to resolve the issue.

NOTED
6 :
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 
RESOLVED
(a)
That the minutes of the meeting of the Newcastle Municipal Council held on 26 August 2014, be confirmed;
(b)
that the minutes of the special meeting of the Newcastle Municipal Council held on 19 September 2014, be confirmed.

7 :
QUESTIONS OF WHICH NOTICE HAD BEEN GIVEN

NONE

8 :
MOTIONS OF WHICH NOTICE HAD BEEN GIVEN

The Speaker reported that due to the motion not meeting the requirements and short of signatures, the motion had been withdrawn.

Following discussion as well as the advice given by the Executive Manager : Legal Services, it was agreed that the Speaker should write a letter to Cllr. Nzuze who is the mover of the motion giving reasons as to why the motion had been withdrawn.

NOTED
9 :
REPORTS OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

The Mayor, Cllr. A.F. Rehman, moved that the recommendations of the Executive Committee be considered and that resolutions of the committee adopted under powers delegated to the committee and where indicated, be noted.



VIDE THE ANNEXED PART A AND PART B

10 :
MUNICIPAL PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE : (CS(A) 3/1/4/5)

Following discussion, it was

RESOLVED
That the draft terms of reference for the Municipal Public Accounts Committee be workshopped at the CoGta workshop scheduled for 22 October 2014, whereafter it be resubmitted to the Council for consideration and approval.

CONCLUSION OF MEETING
There being no further business to discuss, the meeting concluded at 16:25.



CONFIRMED

_______
_____________

DATE
CHAIRPERSON

CM53 : 
REPORTS OF ANY COMMITTEE
A.
Finance Portfolio Standing Committee : Meeting held on 11 September  2014

(i)
Bad debt write-off and deposit increase : (BTO 6/7)

RESOLVED 

(a)
That in compliance with section 5.3 of the Debt Write-off Policy, the debt owed by customers that have been found to be irrecoverable in accordance with the schedules, amounting to R5 303 930,64, be written off against the bad debt reserve as irrecoverable;

(b)
that the current consumer deposits, as previously approved by Council be replaced with the following with effect from 1 January 2015 :-

· Consumer account for 


residential purposes

R1 000

· Water only deposit for 

residential purposes

R1 000

· Consumer account for 

business



R1 500

· Consumer account for 

builders deposit


R2 500;

(c)
that the current consumer deposits be increased by a maximum of R500 each time when services are terminated for non-payment of the account, until the deposit has reached two and a half times the latest consumptions, including VAT;

(d)
that the public be informed by means of a notice on the municipal accounts.

(ii)
Deviations report in terms of regulations 16, 17 and 36 of the  Municipal Supply Chain Management regulations for the month of July 2014 : (BTO 21/B)

RESOLVED  

That the report regarding the deviations from, and ratification of minor breaches of procurement processes in terms of sections 18, 19 and 43 of the Newcastle Municipality’s Supply Chain Management Policy for the month of July 2014, be noted. 

CM54 :
URGENT MATTERS
(i)
Application for a long-term loan to finance capital expenditure : 


(BTO 6/1/1 - 2014/2015)




RESOLVED 

(a)
That the information statement as was set out in the annexures be noted and approved;

(b)
that the essential repayment terms and anticipated debt repayment schedule be noted and approved;

(c)
that the anticipated total cost in connection with the proposed debt over the repayment period be noted and approved;

(d)
that the accounting officer be mandated to commence the loan application process.

(ii)
Proposed sale of portion 4 of erf 1111 Newcastle to Mr. A. Peerbhay : 
(DP&HS (H&L) 14/4 - 1111/3 - 5 : H&L 14/4/12)

RESOLVED
(a) 
That the Newcastle Municipality agrees in terms of sections 47(1) and 50(1) of the Supply Chain Management Policy to sell by private treaty portion 4 of erf 1111 Newcastle measuring 1001m² to Mr. A. Peerbhay as indicated on the sketchplan, which accompanied the report;

(b)
that Council complies with regulation 6(b) of the Municipal Asset Transfer Regulation as promulgated in terms of statutory notice Nº. 878 dated 22 August 2008 by reporting the proposed sale to Provincial Treasury;

(c)
that Council approves that the submission to National and Provincial Treasury be made within 7 days after the decision on award to the sale prior to signing the deed of sale;

(d)
that Council approves to sell portion 4 of erf 1111 Newcastle to Mr. A. Peerbhay at a market related value of R142 000,00 by private treaty;

(e)
that the applicant be liable for all costs relating to the consolidation and any advertisement costs related to the sale of portion 4 of erf 1111 Newcastle and that a deposit based on these costs together with an administration charge of 10% be paid prior to commencement of the formalities. 

CM55 :
COUNCIL REPRESENTATION : EXECUTIVE AS WELL AS OTHER SECTIONS 79 AND 80 COMMITTEES OF THE COUNCIL : (CS(A) 3/2/2/1)

RESOLVED 
(a)
That in view thereof that members to the MPAC is a Council appointment therefore the matter be referred to the whips committee;

(b)
that it be noted that CoGta will be in Newcastle on 22 October 2014 to host a workshop for the full Council on matters pertaining to the MPAC;

(c)
that the new councillor Cllr. R.M. Molelekoa replace Cllr. N.S. Matthews on the Development Planning and Human Settlements Portfolio Standing Committee.

1.
SPECIAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING : 26 AUGUST 2014 AT 13:30

At the Council meeting held on 15 October 2014 the resolutions of the Executive Committee numbered


B 205 to B 208

were


NOTED

2.
SPECIAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING : 16 SEPTEMBER 2014 

At the Council meeting held on 15 October 2014 the resolutions of the Executive Committee numbered


B 209 to B 211

were


NOTED
3.
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING : 30 SEPTEMBER 2014


At the Council meeting held on 15 October 2014 the resolutions of the Executive Committee numbered


B 212 to B 220 as well as


B 222 to B 231


were


NOTED

B221 : 
Annual Performance report 2013/2014 : (MM 2/1/2)

Following enquires by Cllrs. N.M. Chetty, C.L. Dube as well as C. Liu.  The Chief of Operations explained to Council what the process is with regard to the compilation of the Annual Performance report.


NOTED
(ii)





(iii)
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